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Adoption 
Program 

 
Children Waiting To Be Matched 

 
Adoptive Parent Requirements1 

 
Professional 
Service Fee 

Waiting Time 
To Be Matched 
With A Child 

 
Travel 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Bulgaria 

Boys and girls 0-10 with special needs, 
including siblings between the ages of 2-10. 

 
Children with special needs including but not 

limited to unpredictable or unknown 
developmental delay, fetal alcohol syndrome, 

blindness, spina bifida, autism spectrum 
disorder, Down syndrome, behavioral disorders 

and physical disabilities. 

 

Heterosexual married and unmarried couples, single men and women living 
throughout the United States. 

 
Applicants 55 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin. 

 
Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 

basis. No recent/significant legal history. 

 

$16,000 
Networking* 

$18,500 NYC area 
 

Third-Party, 
Country and 

immigration fees 
additional 

Approximately 24-36 
months after dossier 

submission. 
 

Families pursuing the 
adoption of a waiting 

child can anticipate the 
entire process to take 

12-18 months. 

 

Two trips of 7-14 
days each 

 
Approximately 

3-6 months after 
acceptance of 

referral 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
Colombia 

 

Boys and girls 1-10 with special needs, 
including siblings between the ages of 2-10. 

 
Children with special needs including but not 

limited to unpredictable or unknown 
developmental delay, global developmental 
delays, behavioral and learning disorders, 

neurological disorders, Down syndrome, and 
physical disabilities and/or chronic conditions. 

Singles of any sex/gender, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual 
and LGBTQ parents living throughout the United States. 

 
Families in which the eldest applicant is 25-55 years must be open to a minimum 
specified age range of 0-5 years old at the time of referral, or a sibling group of 

two, 0-6 years old. Families in which the eldest applicant is 56-59 years old must 
be open to a specified age range of 6-9 years old, or a sibling group of two, where 

the oldest child is 7-9 years old. 
 

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history. 

 
 

$16,000 
Networking 

$18,500 NYC area 
 

Third-Party, 
Country and 

immigration fees 
additional 

 
Approximately 12-24 
months after dossier 

submission. 
 

Families pursuing the 
adoption of a waiting 

child can anticipate the 
entire process to take 

12-18 months. 

 
 

One trip of 4-6 
weeks 

 
Approximately 

3-6 months after 
acceptance of 

referral 

  Singles of any sex/gender, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and LGBTQ 
parents living throughout the United States. 

   

 
INTERNATIONAL 

Colombia 
Heritage 

 
 

Medically healthy boys and girls ages 1-10, 
including siblings between the ages of 2-10. 

At least one applicant – or the sole applicant – must have a Colombian 
Cedula. 

 
Families in which the eldest applicant is 25-50 years must be open to a minimum 

specified age range of 0-5 years old at the time of referral, or a sibling group of 
two, 0-6 years old.. Families in which the eldest applicant is 51-54 years old must 
be open to a specified age  range  of 6-9 years old, or a sibling group of two where 

the oldest child is 7-9 years old 

$13,750 
Networking* 

$16,250 NYC area 
 

Third-Party, 
Country and 

immigration fees 
additional 

 
 

Approximately 12-24 
months after dossier 

submission 

One trip of 4-6 
weeks 

 
Approximately 

3-6 months after 
acceptance of 

referral 

  Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history. 

   

 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
South Africa 

 
 
 

Boys and girls 12 months to 10 years old with 
medical needs such as HIV, unpredictable or 

unknown developmental delay. 

Singles of any sex/gender, married couples, heterosexual and LGBTQ 
parents living throughout the United States. Unmarried couples may be 

eligible and should consult with Spence-Chapin before applying. 
 

Applicants 48 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin. 
 

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis; couples in which both partners have a mental health diagnosis are 
not eligible to adopt form South Africa. No recent/significant legal history. 

 

$16,000 
Networking* 

$18,500 NYC area 
 

Third-party, 
Country and 

immigration fees 
additional 

 
 
 

Approximately 24 
months after dossier 

submission 

 

One trip of 12+ 
weeks 

 
Approximately 

3-6 months after 
acceptance of 

referral 

  South Africa requires that families adopt within birth order. Families with 5 or 
more children will not be eligible to adopt from South Africa. 

   

 
 
Domestic Special 

Needs (ASAP) 

Boys and girls, typically infants under 6 
months old, occasionally toddlers and older 

children. 
 

Children are medically fragile. Their conditions 
usually require therapeutic and/or medical 

interventions throughout the child’s entire life. 

Single men and women, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and 
LGBTQ parents living throughout the United States. 

 
Applicants 50 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin. 

 
Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by case 

basis. No recent/significant legal history. 

 

No placement fee 
 

Home study fee 
additional 

 
 

Varies depending on 
children in care and 
family’s child request 

 

Families will 
need to travel 
to the NY/NJ 

metropolitan area 

 
1 Note: for all international programs, at least one applicant – or the sole applicant - must be a US citizen, This is a USCIS requirement 
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Domestic Infant 
Adoption (DAP) 

Boys and girls, typically infants under 8 weeks 
old. 

 
The babies in this program reflect the racial 

and ethnic diversity of the  greater New 
York City area. Most children are of African 

American and Latino backgrounds. 

Single men and women, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and 
LGBTQ parents living in New York or New Jersey. Applicants 

 
50 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin. 

 
Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by case 

basis. No recent/significant legal history. 

 
 
 

$46,000 

 
 

Approximately 24 
months 

 

Families will need 
to travel within 

the NY/NJ 
metropolitan area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











  SOUTH AFRICA  
Adoption Program 

 
 

Spence-Chapin is one of three U.S. based adoption organizations 
accredited by the South African Central Authority, the Department 
of Social Development. 
Spence-Chapin currently partners with Johannesburg Child Welfare, 
a non-profit organization that has provided over a century of service 
to the children, families, and communities of Johannesburg. 

 
South Africa is a Hague country where the Department of 
Social Development oversees intercountry adoptions. The 
children in South Africa typically live in children’s homes that 
are run like small group homes. The children receive specialized 
medical care for regular check-ups as well as individualized 
support for children with specific needs. 

 
CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION 
• Boys and girls ages  to 9 years old 
• Children with a range of special needs including unpredictable or unknown 

developmental delays, prematurity, dx of HIV+ and or HIV exposure, Hepatitis 
B, and congenital syphilis 

 
WHO CAN ADOPT 
• Single men and women, unmarried and married couples, heterosexual 

and LGBTQ parents living throughout the U.S. 
• Applicants 48+ are considered on a case-by-case basis 
• Single applicants must hold U.S. citizenship; for partnered/married 

applicants, only one applicant must hold U.S. citizenship  
• Mental and medical health histories, as well as legal histories, will be 

considered on a case-by-case basis 
• South Africa requires that families adopt within birth order 

 
PROGRAM DETAILS 
• Dossier submission to referral approximately 24 months 
• Families can expect to travel to South Africa for 12+ weeks to finalize the 

adoption 
• Post-adoption reports required at 1 motnh, 6 months and 12 months, and 

then annually for 5 years upon homecoming 
• Families pursuing the adoption of a waiting child can anticipate a shorter 

wait for referral 
 

LEARN MORE 
Online: www.spence-chapin.org 
Phone: 212-400-8150 
Email: info@spence-chapin.org 
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