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Letter from
the CEO

Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe that another year has already gone by,
and it truly was a year of growth and impact across every
program and service area.

This year, we moved our headquarters to the iconic Irving Place

at Union Square. We are appreciative of all who joined us for our
special ribbon-cutting ceremony, presided over by Manhattan
Deputy Borough President Keisha Sutton-James, and attended

by dozens of families, supporters, partners, and community leaders.
We have already held several more events and community gatherings
in our new space, and look forward to many more in the years ahead.

Inside our new location, we premiered Imagine, a donor-supported baby clothing and supplies boutique
that supports the women and children we serve through our Birth & Expectant Parent Services. Imagine is
open to the public, where proceeds not only fund the items donated to those we serve but also fund the
counseling and other support services they receive from Spence-Chapin.

Our growth extended beyond our new headquarters, as we opened three new satellite offices in NYC and NJ,
launched three new Granny Programs in South Africa, opened new international adoption pathways in
Jamaica and the Eastern Caribbean, and continued support all those connected to adoption with lifelong
support and community.

We are grateful to everyone in the Spence-Chapin community for your support and dedication this year,
and always.

Best Regards,

Kate Trambitskaya
Chief Executive Officer
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Counseling & Coaching
Sessions 1 4
Our therapy services offer

support to children, individuals,
couples, and families connected
to adoption, and beyond. We
continue to introduce new

approaches and modalities to best
serve the needs of our community.

Community Programming
Participants

From children’s playgroups to
adoptee-led spaces for adolescents
and adults, parent support groups
and special events, Spence-Chapin
provided community programming
to everyone connected to adoption
and beyond.
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Love for

Baby Judah was born nine weeks before schedule, at the
beginning of 2023. His young mother was unprepared for
the many medical diagnoses he would receive, including
Hypoxic-ischemic  Encephalopathy  (HIE), Intrauterine
growth restriction (IJUGR), microcephaly, and a septal defect
in his heart. Judah needed immediate medical
interventions and would be in the NICU for several months.
His mother spoke with the hospital social worker about her
fears around being able to provide Judah with the ongoing
care he would need throughout his life. The hospital
referred her to a Spence-Chapin social worker, who came
to see her right away to provide counseling and support.

When Judah’'s mother heard about the Special Needs
Adoption Program, she knew that this would be the
opportunity Judah needed to receive lifelong medical care
in a loving family. After several counseling sessions, she
decided to move forward with an adoption plan, indicating
the qualities that were most important to her in a family for
her son. Spence-Chapin started their nationwide search for
Judah, vetting thirteen families over two months.

Judah’s birth mother carefully reviewed the family profiles
and one family stood out to her right away. Jennifer and
David are a couple who were already caring for adopted
children with special needs. Their home, thoughtfully
designed to accommodate the unique requirements of
their children, provided the perfect environment for Judah'’s
specialized care.

The family came to the children’s rehabilitation center
where Spence-Chapin had worked to transfer Judah so he
could continue receiving the medical interventions he
needed, and brought him home a few weeks later, in
September.

Since being home, Judah has received more diagnoses for
his condition, something that his adoptive mother
attributes to the attentive care that can only come from
being in a family setting. She is quick to praise the children’s
hospital where Judah had received world-class care, while
also noting that it was not until he was in their home, with
the whole family watching him around the clock, that
certain adilments he was experiencing became apparent,
such as muscle spasms which were causing him pain, and
vision issues that would lead to a diagnosis of him being
legally blind. His family was able to advocate for him, taking
him to various specialists until they had answers on how to
help him feel better.

“Nothing is like being in a family,” Jennifer reiterates, “and
having specific parent and family advocates. We've
learned you have to advocate.”

Now, Judah is doing much better and is able to participate
in family activities. He had a big celebration for his first
birthday. And one of Judah'’s older brothers has formed a
very special bond with him.

Baby Judah's journey has not been easy, but he has
already touched so many lives, and through the brave and
compassionate decisions made by his family, he is now
able to receive the lifelong care and love that he needs and
deserves.




Thank you to our
Supporters!
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Robert and Valerie Rose

Constance D. Rothermel

John and Juliette Ryan

Guido Sanchez

Melanie Sanchez

Marie Schaffer

Deborah B. and R. Lee Schooley
Gerald D. and Joan Schreier

Aditi Shah

Deborah Sampson Shinn

Veronica Somos

Leo and Suzanne Sorel

Dawn Spivey

Nicolette Stabile-Julian

Holly Stallings

State Employees Federated Appeal (SEFA)
Rhoda Stein

Barry and Ellen Strom

Heather Suter-McArter

Rachelle Tokar

William Tomack and Morgan Neems-Tomack
Carol M. Trautschold

The UK Online Giving Foundation
Elizabeth M. and Stefano M. Vassallo
Edna Velazquez and Anthony C. Xuereb
Donna Wade

Ned and Susan J. Waldman

Carver Washburn

Ernest N. Wasserman

Ellen Weber

Rosemarie A. and Robert B. Wenick
Queen E. Whitaker

David M. White and Rakisha Kearns-White
Jessicah White

Adrienne S. Williams

Amy Winarsky

Benito Woodward

Fulyane Yana

We are grateful for the engagement of every one of our supporters. Though this list was created with care, please let us know if you
find an error or omission by contacting the Development Department at 212-360-0242 or development@spence-chapin.org.

Spence &) Chapin

YOUR JOURNEY. OUR PURPOSE.



